E328 Final Exam

Field Experience Self-Evaluation

Due
Tuesday, Dec. 17 by 1:30 p.m. (5729)1
Friday, Dec. 20 by 9:00 a.m. (5708)

75 Points

Teacher who use a constructivist, child-centered, active learning approach, quickly discover that reflective thinking is critical to guiding their teaching in order to better support children’s learning. The purpose of this paper, which is also your Final Exam, is to help you learn to become a more reflective thinker in the context of your field experience. Using a narrative form, describe what you learned about teaching K-6 students during the science sessions of your M201 experiences. Focus especially on teaching science process skills and concepts by “doing science.” As you write, ask yourself Why is this so? What evidence do I have? What does this mean? Why? Why? Why? Go beyond quick, easy answers. Make it real. Provide concrete examples and evidence. You should NOT write your narrative by simply answering the first few guiding questions––see page 3. Instead, use the following points to guide your writing:

1. Your paper should be written in a narrative, essay style rather than as “a response to a question.” You should begin the paper by explaining what you are going to write about so that a reader who is unfamiliar with this assignment will be able to understand what you are writing about and why. Set the stage by noting the grade you taught, the number of students in your group, and general background information about the students (sex of students, their ages, gifted/LD, etc.) and/or the setting. You will need to explain the details of the skills/lessons you were teaching well enough so that any reader could understand what you did. Note: Do not go into too much detail because the focus of this paper is on WHAT YOU LEARNED while teaching.

2. In your paper, provide specific examples of how you know students learned or did not learn the skill or lesson you were teaching, and what you did as a result. Specifically focus on students’ science misconceptions and what you did to overcome them. One way to do this is to include the questions you asked students and their responses. Another way is to describe what you asked the students to do and then tell what they actually did. Use pseudonyms rather than students’ real names. You may want to include samples of the students’ work along with an explanation of how their work shows a certain level of mastery or lack of understanding and/or misconceptions. You may also use pictures of students doing the activities.

3. If you have information about your students’ academic and home background, you may include that information IF you believe such information will help explain their learning. Background information can be obtained from informal conversations with your students (e.g., ask your students who helps them with their school work at home) or you may ask the teacher (teacher’s cannot give out confidential information but may be able to give you general ideas about how out-of-school factors contribute to a student’s learning). Remember, background information is optional; it can help you make a stronger case that you really understand your students, but you are not required to include it.

4. To do this assignment well, you will need to keep a journal and/or write notes about your teaching-learning experience as soon as possible after each field experience. You may have received a form for doing this from your M201 instructor. You will also want to print out a copy of the M210 Self-Assessment of Science Teaching form from the class web site––select “Assignments,” then scroll down to M201 and click on “Reflections” in the right-hand box. Note that students in previous semesters have found the form’s space insufficient and generally use it only for brief notes, which they then expand into journal entries or narrative reflections. Some students have even audio recorded their teaching with the permission of the classroom teacher and the students. Remember, the more work you do after each day of teaching, the easier it will be for you to write the narrative at the end of your field experience.

5. End your narrative with a summary of what you learned about teaching science process skills and concepts to students and how you know this. Also explain how what you learned can be applied to your next field experience or to student teaching. As always, I expect clearly thought out points and ideas, and that you will support assertions with evidence and concrete examples.

6. Your paper should be word-processed. Recommended length of the paper is 700 to 1200 words, approximately 3 to 5 double spaced pages. You may write more, but be cautious about exceeding 2000 words or 7 pages as excessive length is typically a sign of the shotgun approach to writing––blast away at the target in hopes of hitting something. Be mindful that in addition to what you say, I will be grading you on how well you say it. A creative writing style is nice, but it is not as important as clearly communicating what you learned. Your paper should be written in concise, appropriate English without spelling or grammatical errors–––use the spelling and grammar checkers in your word processing program. See “Writing Tips” on the course web site to ensure a quality paper. Make an appointment with the Writing Tutorial Center if you need writing or editing assistance.

Note: If you are having trouble conceptualizing your paper or knowing what to include, I will be happy to discuss your paper with you. You should call me at home (336-8325) to ask questions or schedule an appointment. If interested, see me at least two weeks before the exam to discuss alternative ways of fulfilling this required assignment. 
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Questions to Help You Evaluate Your Science Teaching
Before Teaching
· What was the “big idea” around which I created my mini-unit?

· What were the overall objectives for my mini-unit?

· How did I check for my own and students’ possible misconception?

· Did I focus on overcoming students’ misconceptions and teaching the science process skills by “doing science”? How do I know?

· How did I anticipate students’ problems and learning difficulties? How did I plan for/alter lessons to help students overcome these problems and difficulties? 

· How did I ensure that my instruction and assessment were aligned with my objectives?

During Teaching
· How did I prepare students for instruction (gear up, set the stage, prime the pump)?

· How did I demonstrate a need or reason for the skill/learning?

· How did I assess the students’ prior knowledge? How did I review or pre-teach prerequisite skills?

· What strategies did I use to help the students see/overcome misconceptions? Did I succeed? Why/why not? How do I know?

· What science process skills did I teach? How did I explicitly teach these skills?

· How did I have students practice or use the skill/learning? What did they learn from their “failures”? How do I know?

· How did I help students make connections between what they were doing/learning and the real world, other subject areas, and/or prior lessons?

· Did I achieve an appropriate balance between guided instruction and allowing students to encounter problems in order to learn from their mistakes? How do I know? 

· How did I have students reflect on what they were doing/learning?

· How did I have students evaluate their own learning? How did I evaluate the students learning?

After Teaching
· Did I avoid “activitymania”? How do I know?

· Was my lesson too hard or too easy? What makes me think this?

· What did my students gain from this lesson? How do I know?

· Did my lesson change from what I originally planned? How? Why?

· I discovered that (student’s name) knew or did not know (skill/information, etc.).

· Did each student experience success? How do I know? How did I define success?

· What surprised me about the teaching/lesson/students?

· How did I reflect on what I was doing/learning?

· How did I evaluate my own learning?

· How did I know when I “failed”? What did I learn from my “failures”?

· What strategies did I use to improve my teaching for the next lesson? Did it work? How do I know?

· How long did it take me to prepare for the next lesson? Was this more or less time than I had anticipated? What might account for this?

· Did I experience success? What made me feel successful? How did I define success?

· Did I take credit when things went right and when I learned from my teaching experiences?

· What did I learn that I can apply to my next field experience or student teaching?
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� Papers turned into Cheryl Oldfield in Room 3002 before 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 12 (Section 5708) or Friday, December 13 (Section 5728) will receive 5 bonus points.





