Getting Ready for the Mid-Term
(1) Do you understand . . .
$ what it means to do science inquiry

$ various inquiry models and the differences between them

$ difference between hands-on activities, and hands-on/minds-on activities

$ science process skills & how they are connected to hands-on/minds-on activities

$ Piaget=s developmental levels and how they relate to science teaching

(2) Things you may want to think about in advance . . . 
$ How you were taught science in the 4th grade and whether or not it was inquiry based.

$ How to align lessons and assessment with objectives.

$ How you might meet the National Science Standards in your own classroom.

(3) Review readings in the course reader, especially those on . . . 
$ inquiry and doing hands-on science

$ how children learn science

$ conceptual change

$ equity

Biggest problems with past exams . . . 
$ not answering the question asked

$ omitting information asked forClike grade level

$ adding unrelated/unnecessary information

$ making unsupported statementsCAThis activity will teach the children a lot.@
$ not providing enough information so that I can be sure you understand

$ awkward or unclear sentences, especially run-on sentences (ROS)

Video Summary
Tells the true story of a 4th grade teacher, Mr. Levy, who decides to use a Project Approach to integrate across the curriculum. His theme for the year is Pilgrims =92 and on the first day of school the children come into an empty classroom. Their first project is to sell shares to their Alearning@ cooperative, just as the first Plymouth colonists did. They use the money collect to build their own desks and chairs, and engage in other authentic projects such as dyeing, spinning, and weaving wool; thrashing, and grinding wheat to make flour for bread; producing a class newspaper; and book keeping. At the end of the year they hold an auction to earn money and pay back their stockholders. As you watch this video, think about the ways in which Mr. Levy integrates the required science curriculum into his classroom, and what/how the children learner from this approach.

Sample Question
Watch the scenes where the children are constructing their desks and where they are baking bread. Are the girls and boys equally involved in the work? Also look at the scenes in which Mr. Levy is asking the children about machines, and the one where the children are working on circuits. Are girls and boys being treated equitably? Who is learning more science? Support your answer with specific examples from the videos. Relate this to the article, AYes Daughter, You Can.@
