Dear E328ers,

Attached you will find the MS Word™ documents you need to create and print out a customized rubric for the midterm exam. One document contains the rubrics for the essay questions; the other has the rubrics for the short answer ones. If you cannot open the attachment, bring a disk to class and copy both files to your disk–––see Frequently Asked Questions below. 

Follow these simple steps:

(1) Decide whether you want to answer two essay questions or respond to five short answer ones. Also determine the specific questions (by number is easiest) you want to answer. Write down or make a list these questions––needed in step 5.

(2)  Open a blank MS Word™ document. Set the right and left margins at .63.

(3) Put your name(s), number(s), & E-mail address(es) at the top of the blank page. The person whose number is closest to 1 should be listed first, followed by the other names in numerical order. Copy this format:

Last, First   # _____     e- _____________      Last, First   # _____    e- _____________

Last, First   # _____     e- _____________      Last, First   # _____     e- _____________

(4) Open the appropriate attached file. If you plan to answer the essay questions, open the one titled “Midterm_Essay_Question_Rubrics.” If you plan to respond to the short answer questions, open the one entitled “Midterm_Short_Answer_Rubrics.”

(5) Using the questions you identified in step1, highlight and delete the questions YOU DO NOT PLAN TO ADDRESS.
(6) Save the file. The title of your file MUST be some form of your last name(s). For example: Garcia, or Long-Smith-DeV. This will prevent problems in step 8.

(7) Print out your customized rubric. Once you finish the exam, use it as “design specs” & do a self-evaluation before submitting your midterm. 

(8) AFTER you finish your exam, send me a NEW e-mail with your customized grade sheet attached. In the subject line, write “Midterm Grade Sheet.” When I return your exam, your customized grade sheet will be attached with appropriate feedback. 

Good luck!!!
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What if I have printer or computer problems and can’t print out my exam or e-mail my grade sheet to you?
A:  Think like a teacher––plan ahead. If your computer is untrustworthy, go to one of the UITS computer labs. Also: (1) Get a NEW blank disk (or CD). Better yet, get several. Save your exam to the disk frequently. Trust me. I lost several almost completed exams until I began to back up FREQUENTLY.  I suggest every 5 or 10 minutes. (2) Complete your exam the night before it is due so that if (or rather, when) you have printer problems, you’ll have time to print it out here in the SOE. This will also give you time to proof read it one MORE time, hopefully when your head is clearer. (3) I will be available 30 minutes before and after class (longer if needed) to assist those of you who are having printer problems. ***If you have not been responsible by planning ahead, you will lose points for turning in a late exam. What would a parent or your principal say if you failed to turn in your report card grades on time because you had technical difficulties and failed to plan ahead?  

Q: What if I create a grade sheet then change my mind about which questions or which types of questions (short answer instead of essay or vise versa) I want to answer?
A:  No problem. Simply create a new grade sheet. I’ve sent you both sets of rubrics so that you can change your mind. Also, I ask you not to send me the grade sheet until after you complete the exam so that I won’t have to decide which version to use. One exam, one grade sheet​​–––easy.

Q: What if I have problems opening or sending attachments?
A: No problem. Simply plan to do everything via disks.

To Get the Question Rubrics: I’ll have the question rubric files available in class. Bring a disk to class and ask me point out the computer I’m using.  Insert your disk into the A Drive and copy BOTH files onto your disk.  Take your disk home and follow the directions for creating your own grade sheet. 

To Get the Grade Sheet to Me: When you turn in your exam, ask me to point out the computer I’m using. Insert you disk in the A drive & copy your grade sheet file into the folder I’ve entitled, “Midterm Grade Sheets.” The title of your file MUST be some form of your last name(s). For example: Garcia, or Long-Smith-DeV. This will make it easier for me to match up exams with grade sheets, and prevent your file from being erased by someone who has also entitled their file “grade sheet” and chooses the “replace” command. 

Mid-Term Exam Question Rubric

Essay Questions—25 pts. each
1. _____ Explaining machines/electrical circuits 


  • description/detail  (1 pt.)    • thoughtful discussion (1-2 pts.)     • related to readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
    _____ Desk construction/baking bread


  • description/detail  (1 pt.)    • thoughtful discussion (1-2 pts.)     • related to readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
    _____ Equitable treatment boys/girls?


  • description/detail  (1 pt.)    • thoughtful discussion (1-2 pts.)     • related to readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
    _____ Who is learning more science?


  • description/detail  (1 pt.)    • thoughtful discussion (1-2 pts.)     • related to readings or lectures 1-2 pts.)
    _____ Overall

• clearly written (1-3 pts.)   • professional product, free of  grammar/spelling errors (1-2 pts.)
2. _____ Opinion on Standards 1, excitement of knowing & understanding natural world

• credible/concrete reasons (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts.)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)

    _____ Opinion on Standards 2, use science process skills to make personal decisions

• credible/concrete reasons (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts.)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
    _____ Opinion on Standards 3, public discourse/debate on scientific & technical matters

• credible/concrete reasons (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts.)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
   _____ Opinion on Standards 4, use knowledge, understanding, skills of scientifically literate person

• credible, concrete reasons (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts.)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
   _____ Overall


• clearly written (1-3 pts)   • professional product, free of  grammar/spelling errors (1-2 pts)
3. _____ Comparison of Mr. Levy’s & your 4th grade teacher’s assessment of misconceptions


• credible comparison/contrast (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)

    _____ Comparison of how Mr. Levy & your 4th grade teacher addressed misconceptions


• credible comparison/contrast (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
    _____ Comparison of Mr. Levy’s & your 4th grade teacher’s science inquiry method/model


• credible comparison/contrast  (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
   _____ Opinion on whether Mr. Levy’s students or you learned more science in the 4th grade


• credible/concrete reasons (1 pt.)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)
   _____ Overall


• clearly written (1-3 pts)   • professional product, free of  grammar/spelling errors (1-2 pts)
4. _____ Agree/Disagree with Mr. Levy


• credible/concrete reasons (1-2 pts)   • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)     • related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)

    _____ Plan for assessing children’s science learning


• addressed (1 pt)   • credible/concrete support (1-2 pts)    • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)  


• related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)  

    _____ Plan for ensuring alignment of objectives & assessment


• addressed (1 pt)   • credible/concrete support (1-2 pts)    • thoughtful discussion  (1-2 pts)  


• related to video, readings or lectures (1-2 pts.)  

   _____ Overall


• clearly written (1-3 pts)   • professional product, free of  grammar/spelling errors (1-2 pts)
Mid-Term Exam Short Answer Question Rubric

Short Answer—10 points each
1. _____ Alignment Assignment—Did Mr. Levy align teaching/assessment with objectives?


• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)


• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)

2. _____ Activitymania—Did Mr. Levy avoid activitymania?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)


 
• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)



 
• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
3. _____ How Do You Know Science . . . ?—Was science taking place in Mr. Levy’s classroom?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)

4. _____ Process Skills—What process skills are used? Are they developmentally appropriate? Enough/sufficient?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
5. _____ About Memory of Facts—Does Mr. Levy’s approach maximize students’ learning?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)

6. _____ Strategies for Science Learning—Does Mr. Levy uses suggested strategies?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
7. _____ Conceptual change ARTICLES ?—Is Mr. Levy addressing? How could he get more conceptual change?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)

8. _____ Teacher & Scientist . . .—Does Mr. Levy take full advantage of volunteer “experts”?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
9. _____ Hands-on, Minds-on—Are Mr. Levy’s science lessons hands-on, minds-on?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
10. _____ Science, Silence, and Sanctions —Does Mr. Levy use wait time effectively?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
11. _____ Personal science teaching ideas—Should electricity be included? Your resolution?



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)




• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
12. _____ Lesson planning articles—How would you pick science activities? List 5 lesson ideas.



• question completely addressed  (1 pt.)
• credible, concrete support (1-2 pts)



• communicates clearly, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
• sufficient evidence of synthesis (1-3 pts.)



• sufficient details to express main idea OR media used helps express main ideas(1-2 pts.)
