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September 30, 2002
Reflection: Science for All?
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eading the articles in which we have read, it is quite obvious that we need
to teaclis@ence in different ways. As I was reading Y{es Daughter, I remembered how
active cf non-atMve some of the girls were in my science classes. We had some girls
who dove right in and really enjoyed science experiments, and others who chose to be
distant. Some of those seemed to think of it as not lady like or didn’t want to touch items
which were involved in the science experiments we were conducting. Looking at this it’s
quite obvious we need to do something about the way that we teach science.
The next problem is how to change our ways. There are many types of learners
and many ways to teach these learners. The challenge is finding each students needs.
This is an area that might be very hard to do. The question that comes to mind for me as
?\"5 a teacher 1s what to do with hands on learners, who find it gross or refuse to work hands
on with the experiments that the class is doing. Do we ignore this issue and make them
do the experiment, risking the scaring away from science? Do we make up completely
Aot peho diowation i K4 ?
different lessons for these students, where they don’t have to deal with dissection or other
items like this? Do we have these hands on learners learn from paper pictures rather than
doing hands on lessons? Each of these questions are possibilities, and I find it hard to

decide what to do. There is always a risk that you will scare someone away from science.
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{__point-of-view identifiable (1 pt.)

1.5 clearly written, makes sense (1-2 pts.)
& sufficient details (1-2 pts)

O evidence of synthesi
ynthesis (1-2 pts.) . .
'%Qﬁ tonreehions +» W{a arbitles, behure-info.
. §¥redible, concrete support of assertions (1-2 pts.)

. 3 good grammar/spelling (1pt)

Points _5, 8 /10
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You do a good job of identifying the problems, but you say nothing about how you would solve them.
How would you “teach science in different ways’? What should be different about it? By not offering
your ideas, it’s as if you’ve gone through medical school and learned how to diagnose the disease, but
can offer no medical assistance to the patient. From my point of view, that seems like a lot of wasted
time and effort. You need to become an active participant in your own learning if you are to develop
understanding. One way to do this is by forming and testing ideas about teaching and learning during
M201, and through the activities and assignments in this class. With more than three decades of teaching
experience, 1 can provide meaningful feedback that will help you clarify your ideas and develop possible
solutions that can work for you—but not if you don’t tell me what you are thinking.

On the midterm I’ll be looking for synthesis of ideas. You will need to demonstrate that you've thought
about important teaching issues, and can support your point-of-view with more than just personal
opinions, i.e., information from your reading and lecture notes. Although you do say that your ideas are
based on your reading, you do no cite specific articles. And if you will look through the notes you took
during the lectures, you will find possible solutions to some of your questions.

If you're interested, you may rewrite this response and I'll review it again. This is your opportunity to
learn the style of writing I expect on the midterm.

GOOD LUCK ON THE MID-TERM!




Informal “draft” assignments receive a grade of  “R,” which stands for Received, Reviewed, Recorded. If assignments are turned-in on time, students receive full credit. Poor assignments receive a grade on N.C. (Not Completed) until revised.








